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. .
Is speaking or  \r-l,~tl:lg.a t u o  prolific use of t he  

~ I ~ C ~ I I O I U I S  b b1~rso11a1 "'I " o r  we '' is ge~lernlly consitl- 
ewtl  e s t r e ~ n e l y  b x l  i'o1.111. a~lcl in the  highest tlegree 
i1rescusal)le : hilt as tl:is little \I-orl; 1,artakes to  LL gmit 
vxtelit of tlie I~n tu re  of all ai~tt!l,iogl.al)ii~-~ tile C I I I I . < ~ ; ~ I I ~  

of t l ~ c ~ s e:~ i~ l~ l i ca t i c i~ l  figures of s p e e ~ l i  xelrls  kt ~iecessitj-, 
a1111 ;is sucli I t rust  the  reader \\-ill Itii!clly regard 
tiienl. 

Exactly why it is tha t  a t  a n  early age 11i11e out of 
e\-e:.y tell lx,ys esper ie i~ce  all i:~oi.dinate desire to 
b ,  t~,a\-i.l\\it11 a sl~ow," is a ilnestioll \vliicll the 111iilos- 
0~111er the k'utn~,e \\-ill 1) ;~ve , i f  to wres:?e wit11, for ill o n r  
,la- allti gencr;rtii~!l i t  11;1s ilever been satisfactorily 

. .
111 ::lost cases the 1 i l ; i I l i ~ iI S  o111y temlmval,y> ; ~ i ~ > \ ~ e r e i l .  

of ills wit?i t11e alii? rir11ks ill t11e c;a~eg,,:,~. c l i i l~~l iooi l~s  
tile I ! I ~ I I I I ~ ) . S .a11c1 tlie n-l lool)i~~g-co~igli:~~e:i . ; ies~ : l ike 

. . 
I ? I C I I I .  : i l t l~ougI~  \r-I~ile i~ lasts, l t  1s fo1,tn-Y ~ I , J - ~ i : \ - e ~ c  
; , ; I L C ! > - s l ~ o r t  ( l ~ i l ' ; l i i ( ! ~ ~ .  Iitin-e\-er. I I I I >Oc i . a s i~ ,~~a l !~ - .  
-.s!~!j\v i11hti11ct ' '  gets :I goc)!l fir111 gi,ip (111 a IJOJ-..G 
\i!;ils. an(! refu-es to lie .11,il;c11 uii' i ; ~ i  ally !~:,etel:ct; 

; l ~ i ( i  t !~at  i11 t11e ;:ol!!,-x,,! : ! i~~c\-vr .  i l l  t11at tale ii. ! J ; I ~ ) ~ I ~ : I I ~  

( : I '  til::c> ;I fnll-tletlyxl. . . s ;~ i a l~~ -~ i~ , - c ) l , j c c t . "sii~l;. .i:~ti 



tl;mce man drifts out  illto the world. and ~ I I ~ I I >~ i i a t  
i t ~ ~ ~ ~ l ~ l i e r a l ~ l e\\-hosc clitys ;111d 11ig11ts 211.e 1!;1aacti t l r rc~~rg 

tile 111i1.i.o~ [ ( I  c u r s i ~ ~ gi 1 1  b - i ~ o l ( l i ~ t g  ~ 1 ~ 1  I I ~ ~ ~ u I C . . '  t 1 1 ~  
q c t ~ t .all11 \vaitin: :.\t cciuilt~,>- fo, t11t~aciva~~ci: s r a t i o ~ ~ s  

tlext ti,i!i11. 
JIy . . g m ~ l ( iV , L / , . ~ V.' illto tl~is. 1vor111 oi -.o ~ ~ e - ~ ~ i g l ~ t  

stailcis" \vas tt~,:tle a t  Sac.,,. 1Ie.. v!l tilt. 26th clay of 
. J u l ~ - .18.5:;. a11t1I lnust curifes> tllat t i  1nt11.e i ~ ~ a ~ t s l j i c i c ~ u s  

a c t t ~ r  to I I ~ J ~ I Liil;~ce fur a n  e ~ l ~ ! , r y i ~  his ej-es. f o ~ .  tile tirst 
ri111e conltl ilvt i)e i ~ ~ i a g i n e d  at: ir e ~ ~ j o y e t l  tilat jierivtl 
t l ~ e 11o11ort ~ f  Geiiig tile \el). \vorst S ~ I I I \ V  L C I \ \ - I I  i t i  

A ~ u e r i c a ;  atid that  it !\.a$ i'xllj- e~t i i t led  t o  t!l;i: rlihtit~c- 
tion, 1 sei-erk~l t i ~ n e s  t l e i ~ ~ c ~ t ~ s t r ~ x t e ~ l  in 111y :Lt~i:IIeIii' 11;tys. 
to tile i t t tel~se c1izgi~s.t of 111)- l l a t t , r ~ ~ a iIl;licr~L. xr1(1 t l r t .  

total a ~ ~ n i l ~ i i a t i u ~ ~  t i t~m~cch.~ l 'his I I ~ I ~ ~ ~ - C : ~ I ~ I I C ~ I ~  





3 1 ~]lest  ex1)loit \\ O I  t 1 1 ~of ~ i o t e\\.,I> ari ntte11111tto 
ill;rive :ill e n t e r t , ~ i n l n e ~ ~ t  tlir t o \ w  of .\lflw!, JI t... 









could in ally way compare wit11 these two worthies 
for downright meanness and absolutely fiendish 
parsinlony. 

My duties co~isisted in making lilyself generally 
useful in a vast field of versatility, such as distribut-
ing bills, setting u p  the panorallla frame, tur l l i~ig  
the crank mllicll rolled the " magnificent painti~igs " 
into view, and attelidi~lg to such other work as their 
roj-a1 pleasures dictated. For  this service I was to 
receive the very i i ~ u ~ l i f i c e ~ ~ t  suin of three dollars per 
week and my expenses. Not a particularly large 
salary, do I hear you say ? Well, Heaven bless you, 
my cliildre~i, do you suppose that  salary was any 
object to ine a t  that  t ime? Peris11 the tllouglit! 
Wlmt I inost desired mas experience, and experience 
was what I most empliatically received. 

They were adepts in the a r t  of economy, these peo- 
ple, and tllrougli iilakii~g i t  a life study had attained 
a degree of proficic~lcy never before equalled in the 
annals of history. 

011e of their experime~its in this directiou was ail 
a t t e n ~ p t  to asce~taii l  exac t l j  how sinall a quantity of 
food they could furl~isli  me with, and still snstain suffi- 
cient life i11 illy body to ellable ine to l)erforln iny 
allotted tasks. 111 fur t l~era~ lceof this object, I was 
allnost invariably sellt to second-rate boarding-houses, 
while they secured for tliemselves the best R C C O I ~ ~ I I I O ~ ~ L -

tious the towiis afforded. Possibly there may be peo- 
ple on tliis eartli who would lieartily enjoy distributing 
two tliousai~ci quarter-sheet descriptive bills in a bliild- 
ing snowstorm, on an  empty stomach, bu t  I an1 free to  
confess that there are t l l i i~gs in this life from whic l~  I 
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Heard you were in town, and have been looking all 
over for you." 

" I think you have made a &take," said T, " for my 
name is uot Jim." 

"Oh, you are the same old Jim, I see, always joking," 
was the laugl~ing reply ; " b u t  conle on, let's go in arid 
take somethirig." 

"B u t  really," I protested, you are wrong. I never 
saw you before i n  my life." 

" Why, ain't you J im Henderson from Randolph ? " 
he iliquired, with a puzzlecl expression on his face. 

"Well, hardly," I replied, considerably amused by 
his blunder ; L L  my nanle is Sam Hodgdon, and I am 
from Saco, Me." 

" Well, I beg ten thousand pardons ! " he exclaimed, 
in all apologetic maliner, but I was looking for J im 
in town to-day, and upon my word, you are the perfect 
image of liinl in every way. No harm done, however," 
and with a cheery Good-clay ! " 11e passed up a side 
street. 

1 I~acl gone bu t  about two bloclrs, when a fine appear- 
ing 3.0ung iuan turned the corner sucldel~ly, and the 
moment he saw me, rushed up and grasped lily h a r d  
with a cordial grip. 

1Why, bless my soul, Sam ! " he cried. " You are the  
last person I expected to  see in  Boston. W h a t  the I 

deuce are you doing u p  here? where did you come 
from ?'where are you going? and how are all the  folks 
ill Saco ? " 

I was somewhat staggered for a niornellt, for I 
coaldn7t recollect ever seeing his face before, and 
informed liim that  he had decidedly the  best of me. 

I:: 



- *  \\-!I:-. > * i l l  11a\ c11.t k " 1 I ~ ~ ~ ) t t e l lsilli t!l~-.  11a\-e >i lL l ' !  '. 

11c asked ,  - G e , > l y e  s11-litll. y1111 1<1ii1\\-. 1)Oll.t )-<)I1 

t11iit I I T - I ~ I ~ ~i ~ n ~ c n 1 1 1 e r  ti) sc11110l \\.it11 fur  over  t \ ~ - o  
\ -e , i. . '>i >  . " a11d x,~it11 t h a t  11e rat t Ie(1 :LW;I!- so ~ o 1 1 1 1 ~ 1 ~ -

; t h u t  tl le c o ~ i l ~ i l o ~ ~ l ) l n c i :  ;iffair:: of -rli1101life. i n  ,sllcl~ a 
tliat J ~ w k  for g1~11itei1 t'1,;1111<. 11011es1 I I ~ : I I ~ I ~ ~ Y .  i t  t11;1t 

i ~ e~ ~ i u s t  s c l i o i ~ ! ~ l l a t ~ ~11e soltle ole1 f o l . g ~ t t e ~ i  : a ~ i d  f w l i ~ r g  a 
j11.t t l ~ t ~ l l ,I rille fi . ie~ltlless a n ( l  l ~ i , ~ ~ l e s i c l ;  I es l~cr ie l l ce t l  

cif:I ge1111ii1e S C I I ~ I ~ ~ I I I J  relief a t  l i a \ - i l ~ g  ine t  1ii111, L I I I ~  

i11 a fen- E I O I I ~ ~ I I ~ ~  1)11<i11css.lin(1 tolcl 1iin1 ~ n > -  \ \ - l i ~ r eI 
as ~ I ~ I J X ?:111d \~.ll;i t  a s t r n g g l e  I hit11 11ad t o  fill11 tlie 

clcllc~t. 
..\\'ell." >:tiel he. .-rl~i:: is re;iily tile i ' i l~iiiiest coinci- 

tlc~ict.I c.1-cr lienrti of. lY11:-. (10 J.OII ~ I I O W .I I I ~f i ~ t l ~ e ~ ,  
1111 t l ~ eOltl { ' O ~ O I I J - .is i t  ~1.1iic111ctor : i1;~1txkcs u l ~ t  t11e 

Ilext tixi11 t11;it btii1)s i ~ t  Q I I ~ I I C > - :  :t11il 1.11 just  ;111 i<~t  
ri111 o u t  t l lere  n-it11 >-clu. a1111 it  \ \ - i ~ ~ i ' t  (.o.\t !-or1 :i eelit. 

. ..
;i11(1\vc'll Iia\.e :I j1'1l)- g o i d  ti111c ill tlie 1 ~ 1 g a i l i .  

ut' 111ck ~ v i i i c ! ~  .. 1 jt:~,e.s a l,ic~t.t> C I  ;1iiI~vi1q;ttesIIIC 1'1 11 

1 : ;ilt1~~-111;11f l , ~ ~ ,~ I I C I I I ~ Y I . J -of t i ~ r  la,^..' t 1 ~ ~ 1 1 t s l i t  t ! ~ e  
t'a1,e to  C J I I ~ I I ~ J -  ~ \ - ; i - I I I L T  , I  ~ : , i i l c .  all  1 11:1(1~ I It l ~ c  \ V I J : . ~ ~ I  
x-as ;I j i \ -e-( l i ) l Ia~1111te. a 1 ~ ( 1  111e t l l o ~ ~ g l ~ t ,  t11:it I ~-1iii111~1 
1101 11e 1111Iigcil t o  11reak i t  ]\-it> ~ x ~ I ' c I ~ ~ c : > -;mtiI '>- i~~g.  

.\* \ye x e r e  l:n.sii~g a t t ! l ) ,~cco> t  o!.tc { i l l - i ~ c \ \ - - i ' ~ ~ i ~ l i t ?  
. .

ie~~i;t~.!;eil ., i c ~ ! u ; ! j ~ ~ t ; i ~ ~ c e  .. . Im t  \ \ - : L I ~  l iere  n iniliilelit. 
I I Illst a 1)os o f  c.ig;~i..:(111 tlic !mi1 pine J-e;;ti.:day 
U I I  ;I 1)ct wit11 t11? ti(,kc,t ;1gi.i1t ;it 11 , i~> I ; L ~ ~ I ~ I I: 1.11 j11st 
1 , i 1 t t i I t i 1 1 t  I t I . 1 

II , I I . a ,  I 1 i l 1 ~ I t i IIc: 
1ett11,11c11 l~ i~ \ve \ - t , r .~ l i o i ~ ~ ; , ~ .  \ \ - i t 1 1  :I i 1 , , 11<  111 t l i y u - t  (111 

] ) is  f;~ui> I I , , L C  i l l  I!:.:,ti111:I : \ , t - c : ~ t > - - ~ l ~ ~ ~ ~ ; ~ r  ! : : I I I , ~ .  



saicl he;  "have you got any inoney i11 your pocket 
that you'll let me have till we get down to the station 
where I can break tliis? "' 

" How much do you malit ? " I inquired. 
" The cigars are six dollars," he replied. 
"Well, I'm sorry," saicl I, "but  I've only got five 

dollars." 
"That'll do all right,," he returned, "1'11 stand him 

off for the other dollar." So I passed over my poor, 
lonesome five-dollar bill, glad that I was able to accom- 
modate him. 

Well, that settled it, of course ; i t  was the sanie old 
story; bnt I did not realize that I had been duped, 
until, after waiting fully twenty minutes, I went into 
the shop and inquired for him, and mas told by the 
proprietor that he "left by tlie side door long ago." 
went out on the sidewalk ; and what with cursing my 
stupidity, and grief a t  the loss of my entire capital, I 
was in a frame of mind closely bordering on insanity. 
What to do I did not know. Here I was in a strange 
city, absolutely penniless, iilld as helpless as an infant. 

In  tliis extremity I manclerecl down to the station, 
a i d  found that a freight traiu which had just been 
made up  was on the point of leaving. Inspired by a 
feeling of sheer desperation, I hunted up  the conductor 
and frankly told hiin my situation, and asked hi111 to 
allow me to ride free. He Icindly informed me that 
his train did not stop a t  illy destination, but  that  they 
were obliged to go very slow while passing through 
t,he town, and that if I was willing to take the risk of 
jumping off, he rvould allow me to take passage under 
the circumstances. 
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iualinatio~is, so far as they relate to liis occupatio~~ 
through life, and if those inclinations are wrong lie 
will be the first to find i t  ou t ;  if lie perseveres ilk the 
face of all sorts of opposition and discouragement, t l i e ~ ~  
he is only following the path Inid out for liini by a 
divine law of nature, and providing no inisdirected 
parental interference restricts his efforts, clepei~d upon 
i t  that sooner or later he will reach the goal for wliiclk 
he is striving. 

But to return to our frieuds the pauorania fiends. 
Among other wonderful rules promulgated for luy 
guidance mas the express ortler that I should never 
pay over fifty cents for having the baggage carted, 
under any circ~unstauces : as we were carrying some- 
thing like half a ton weigl~t of the same, and consid- 
ering the fact that the clistance between stations and 
hotels varied in different towns from one mile to four, 
i t  goes without s;~ying that the possibility of a strict 
observance of this rule at  all times was exceedingly 
clnbious ; and i t  was often the cause for cnlliug down -
upon my head the heartiest curses and abuse from 
hard-working draymeu, in which they were frequently 
joined by the synlpathizing bystanders, who did not 
hesitate to denounce my unparalleled nleanness in the 
strongest terms. All this was, as can be imagined, 
extremely pleasant to a person with a highly sensitive 
temperament, and acldecl largely to the stock of experi- 
ence which I was filing away for future reference. 

I t  so happened that one clay in the city of Brockton 
we had occasion to have our baggage carted to Cam-
pello, a village about two lniles distant. Circumstances 
rendered i t  impossible for me to consult my einployers 
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CHAPTER \'I, 

l iu~ubles t  al~ology, for it was no st ce1tni111~-uot illy 
i ~ ~ t e n t i o l lto overlook m y  one. 

J l y  effort,. tliouglr. seelnetl t o  be 1~roducti1-eo t  notli-
iug bu t  i y l o m i u i o ~ ~ sfailure. ;r11c1 t l ~ e  neaiest I e7-el 
came to securiug all engagenle~it  \\-as in t l ~ c  sl)i.ing of 
1872, I believe. 1 llacl writtell to ,\. \\-. I'ul~eell, n-110 
was engaged at tha t  t ime ill orgauizii~g a conrp1ij- a t  
Rockland. JIe., to 1 ) l a ~ -uilder tlie ausl~ices ol' Ginncl I 
A r m y  pcbsts. H e  l i i n d l ~  favored llie n-itli a rcl~lj- ,stat-
ing tha t  his conlpally was e~it irel j-  filletl, but i~ i for~necl  
me tha t  tlie vetera11 J .  C'. ;\I>-ers n-oald s l~or t l j -  appear 
in  mj- tom11 n-it11 liis colnbinntio~l. and  advised ma to  
call on l~i ru ,  a n d  lie, perhaps, ~ ~ o u l d  be able to  clc~ some- 
tliiug for me. 

Here  was a ray of encouragelneot. to say the least, . 
a ~ i d  for the  n e s t  t ~ o  n-eelis I built sollle of the nlost 
magnificel~t  air-castles i~naginable .  111 ~ ' ~ I I I C J -I sxw 111)-

name el~~blazolretl on lwsters ill let ters t l ~ r t r  feet 11igl1 : 1 
I thotlylit ot' tlir t l ~ c ~ r ~ ~ ~ l t l s  of l~eo1)lew11o \I-oulcl s u c ~ ~ i  
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tervtl i ~ ~ ~ - > e ! ft h a t  1 11ad recovered 111,~-1,re.sellce of 111ii1(1. 

xud retraced i n j - stc31)s: hct :tq hot111 ah I ; ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ o ; ~ ~ l l e ~ ~  





dozen coffee cups, and spilling the contents into the 
laps of their respective owners; thoroughly demoral- 
ized I made a break for the door, which I closed just 
i l l  time to escape a large biscuit wl~ich was ainled at  
illy head by a fresh " young commercial nfan. 

This little incident did not of course tend to increase 
my peace of ~ n i ~ i d  to ally great extent, and as a conse-
quence niy work on the stage that night went very 
badly indeed ; I was ashamed to enter the dining-room 
spin, and, taking i t  all iii all, a more wretched and 
niiserable person did not exist. The company were 
very kind, however, and ~nade  light of the whole affair, 
and in a few days I had gained considerable confidence 
and gradually grew somewlint accustomed to.111~ new 
position. 

CHAPTER WIT. 

THE season with this party was not a particularly 
eventful one, for they had travelled the same section 
of country for years, and had but little to do except to 
follow the routine of former visits ; still there was no 
lack of trifling iucidents to relieve the monotony, and 
the time passed quickly and pleasantly. 

I recollect one little occurrence, ml~ich, although very 
disagreeable and uncomfortable at the time, furnished ; 
us with considerable anlusetne~it in recalling i t  after-l 
ward. 

There is a town in the western part of Massachu-
setts, the name of ~vliich I have forgotten, containing1 
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t'ttlce apart  from each other ancl Iriio\vli respectively ,is 
the North, South, East and West villages; for the  con- 
venience of all the citizens their town hall Itad been 
built in a large grove in a central location about three 
iniles from each sett len~ent.  

T h e  night on which we played there was exceedingly 
dark and storlily, and tlie result was all extretnely light 
house. W e  finished tlie entertainnlent about ten 
o'clock, bu t  i t  was nearly eleven before we had finished 
packing, a d  were ready to take the 'bus which was to  
carry us back to  the hotel. 

W e  noticed that  our driver mas somewliat intoxicated, 
bu t  thought riothing of i t  particularly, until we had 
ridden about three-quarters of all hour, when, thinking 
that we must be soinewliere near the  village, we opened 
a winclow, and iiiquired how much farther it was. 

"Only a little way," he replied with a liiccough, and 
we rode on for a Iialf-hour longer, when, becoming 
coi~vincecl tha t  sometl~ingwas wrong, the manager 
ordered the Jehu to stop, atid got out  to investigate. 
H e  found tha t  we were in a thick forest; traversed by 
one of those rough, narrow roads such as are used only 
by lu~nbermen in haulir~g logs from the woods in the 
h i n t e r  season. 

The  rain mas falling heavily, the  night was intensely 
bark,  and the ladies were hysterical with fright ; a nice , predicament for a show company ; atid to  make matters 
worse, the driver was so drunk that  a t  first he was 

\ unable to give any idea as to  his whereabouts. A 
sound berating, however, sobered him up a trifle, and he 

' acknowledged that  lie had lost his ~ a y ,but thought 



Accordingly a member of the troupe ~nounted the 
box with him, aiid through the long dreary hours of 
that iniserable night we rode on, tired, cold, and wet 
t o  the skin by the rain beating in through the crevices 
and windows of the rickety old vehicle, which, to add 
to our discomfort, was continually threatened with 
total destruction, from running over stumps or sinking 
to the hubs in some miry ditch. 

Finally, just before daylight me emerged from the 
moods and came out on a country road, and peering 
through the darkness for some sign of civilization, I 
distingnished the dim outlines of a guide-board. 
have l ~ a d  occasion several tiiues in my life to most 
bitterly curse those inastodonic inonarclis of falsehood 
arid deceit, but at  this time I mas glad to welcome i t  as 
a friend and brother. I t  was but the work of a 
monlent to " shin" the post, and lighting a match, I 
held i t  aloft, arid became possessed of tlie cheering 
i~ifornlation that it was twenty-one and a half miles 
to our town. 

Never did the English language seem so barren and 
scant its it did on that chilly October morning, for ten 
of us were uuable to find enough of it to express our 
opiiiioil of the festive linight of the whip. He bory 
our abuse like a stoic, however, and made the besL 
possible time to the village, which we reached about 
nine o'clock in the forenoon, just as a party was being 
organized to go out and search for us. 

A few weeks later, we opened in Manchester, N. H., 
and were greeted by an audience which packed the 
large opera-house from footlights to entrance. The 
peol'le were very enthusiastic, and the show was going 
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/splendidly. The priucipal liuliiber 011 our programme 
p a s  a harp solo perforrilance by the wife of the manager, 
y2nd she had just finished one of those wonderful selec- 
$ions which have made lier lianle fanlous tliroughout tlie 
pountry, and in response to a tremendous encore was 
giving lier celebrated inlitation of a music-box. , I11 tlie r i d s t  of a pianissimo passage, wl~ere the 
t,oucll on the strings was so light as to scarcely make 
any vibration whatever, and wliile tlie vast audience 
was listening breathlessly to catch the faint, sweet notes, -
:L y o ~ ~ l i gman in the gallery sucicleldy jumped to his 
feet, and, grasping liis right leg with both hands, began 
to  dance wildly in between a d  over the tops of the 
seats, yelling frantically all the wl~ile, '< Come and 
get him ! Come and get liinl ! Bfurder ! Fire! 
Police !" etc. 

I11 an illstant the whole house was in an uproar. 
Women screamed and fainted; me11 pushed and fought 
iu an eudeavor to get their wives and childreii to the 
exit, and tlie occupants of tlie gallery rushed pell-me11 
down tlie stairs, under the impression that an escaped 
lunatic \\;as among thein; the inan all the while still 
retaini~lga firm grasp upon his leg, and prancil~g 
around, shrieking a t  the top of his voice. 

r At last when i t  was ascertained that the building 
y a s  not on fire, and that there was no inirnirielit danger, 
sc:veral gentlemeu approached him, and endeavored to 
find out the cause of the trouble ; but liis answers were 
so incoherent and unintelligible that they decided that 
it was really a case of insanity, and seizing him they 
conducted him to an ante-room, where upon investiga- 
tion i t  was found that a large rat had run up his 
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ireaching the town. There was 110 time to be lost in 
rder to get it, ready for the evening's performance, and 

\ e went to work with a will. Planks mere secured,9: 

dud a stage built across one end of the room; shoe- -
Goxes brought in and boards laid across them for seats ; 
lbinps were borrowed from the hotel, the floor mas swept 
dlean, and me opened that night to a perfect jam. 
: The first number on the programme was a selection 

for the Swiss Bells, and in the midst of a very quiclr 
passage, necessitatiug considerable violent exertion or1 
the part of the players, the i~nprovised platforill slid 
outward, and before any effort could be made to 
prevent the disaster, planlis, footlights, bells, bell-table, 
and performers were piled up in inextricable confusion 
on the top of the occupauts of the first three rows 
of seats. 

To say that thiugs mere decidedly mixed, mould 
certainly be no exaggeration, for the scene presented 
the appearance of a picture take11 on the track of a 
Western cyclone. Fortunately no one was seriously 
injured, and with the assistance of the gentlemen 
present the stage was rebuilt, a r ~ d  we went on with the 
performance. 
, On another occasion we had improvised a couple of 

dressing-rooms, one on each side of the stage, with 
{ ~ ~ r t a i n s ,which every country show is obliged to carry, 
ahd in order to save trouble had stretched our rope 
across the room from wall to wall, this being the prin- 
@pal support of both sets of drapery. 

f 
In the evening while we mere all busily engaged in 

e t t i l~g  ready for the stage, this rope suddenly gave 
ay a t  one end, and down came both curtains, disclos- 
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matter entirely, and stepping back a trifle too far, dis- 
zppeared as suddenly and as mysteriously (to the 

I,iudience) as the sprite in the pantomime. 

the The distance was only about four feet, but she 
frfrol,:ouldn't possibly have screamed any louder, or ill a 
leavnore heart-rending manner, had she fallen frolu a 
p,c,~alloon; but beyond a few slight bruises and a bad 

right she was uninjured. 

sed We were leavi~ig Witltha111, Mass., one m o r l h g  when 
,vqrt very en~barrassing incident occurred. There was a 

snow on the ground, and enough of i t  had accu-
fospu la t ed  on the soles of illy shoes to make tlienl 
e,.,,lecidedly slippery. I entered the car with a large 
Bpo~atchelin either hand, and a violin-box under one arm, 

lnd stepping on one of those iron plates that protrude 
We~llrougli the flooring of railway coaches I caine down 
a l l d ~ lin a heap. Directly behind me came an elegantly 
,llorlressed young iacly, accompnnied by an elderly gentle- 

p a i l  who was evidently her father. They were looking 
a b o ~ b o ~ tthem anxiously for seats, and mere so close at  
for ny heels that the young lady stumbled over me, and 

'ell a t  full length in the aisle ; the father, not to be p e a  
eallc~utclone, rushed forward to assist his daughter, and 
fullr;osiug his footing, dropped solidly on illy chest, with a 

I orce that knocked the breath entirely out of my body, 

beinglid robbed the subsequent proceedings of all interest 
tile p me for the space of fifteen ininntes. 

When I regained co~~sciousness I found the entire 
,,,t;,.ain force, aided by many of the passengers, industri- 

)usly engaged in dashing water upon me, arid i t  has 
lways been a matter of wonder to me, which I had the 

.,:,l,tarrowest escape from, suffocation or ~lrowiiing. 
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~ n a n a g e ~ n e n tcast about them to devise some plmr by 
wl'iicli both dates c o d d  be filled. 

Iuqniry developed t l ~ e  fact thnt Seclalia, Rlo., was on 
tlre main line of railroad, and T T ~ Sdistant by l ~ i g l ~ w a y  
fro111 Warreiisburg about forty ~niles. A train would 
leave the former place a t  11 o'clock A.M., reaching 
Hooneville a t  2.30 in the afternoon. It was e ~ i d e n t ,  
therefore, thnt our only cllance lay in g e t t i ~ i g  to 
Sedalia in season to catch that trniu. Accorcli~igly11 e 
were obliged to leave Wi l r re~~sburgin t e a ~ n s  i1n1r:e- 
cliately a t  tlie close of the perforliiance, and nlake tile 
forty-mile drive on oiie of the darkest nights I hal-e 
ever seen, and directly tlirouglr tlre fanlous Younger 
Brothels cout~try,  wlricli, we were informecl, I\-as o ~ ~ e  of 
the most clangerons and 1;iwless sections in the South- 
West. The  ride \vas accomplisl~ed ill safety, however, 
and we reached Sedalia a t  nine o'clock the folloming 
~norning. 

There is nothing particularly strange or'uncommon 
about this circu~nstaiice, but  I have two simple reasons 
for relating i t ;  first, i t  gives an idea of one of the 
peculiar elnergeucies upon w l ~ i c l ~  s l ~ o w  peol~le are often 
called to act, and seeo~icl, i t  e11al)les nie to relate a very 
f u m y  little incident wllicll I~appenecl to me on the trip. 

I rode in  a double carriage, t l ~ e  driver and Inpelf  
being on tlre front seat, and a g e n t l e ~ n a ~ rand lady on 
the back seat. A s  dayliglrt approached, I begin to 
grow exceedingly drowsy, and, lulled by the gentle 
motion of the veliicle rolling over the stuootll rwds,  
sooil fell into a, deep sln~uber.  How long I slept I a111 
unable to say, but  I awoke with a s tar t  to find tlie sun  
high in the heavens ; looking a r o u n ~ l  a t  ~ n y  co lnpa~~io~rs ,  
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the different towns get violently "mashed," and in our 
party the fellow who enjoyed this distinction was Jack 
Westerly. He was a tall, finely formed man, with 
clear-cut regular features, dark eyes, and a h ~ a v y  black 
mustache; always dressed with scrupulous neatness, 
and thoroughly gentlemanly in his appearance, he was 
an individual who would attract attention in a throng, 
and as can readily be imagined lie was the daily 
recipient of many dainty, sweet-scented billets-doux 
from susceptible fair ones, who were desirous of mdr- 
ing his acquainta~ice. Jack was not a t  all backward 
;bout accepting their admiration, although, to his 
credit be it said, he mas never accused of doing a 

wrong act iu his life, but was simply one of those 
chronic a masllers," who, conscious of his own powers 

. of captivation, could not resist the temptation to use 
them. This propensity, however, gave us an oppor-
tunity on one occasion to nearly frighten him out of 
his wits, and ful.nishec1 us with a subject to laugh 
aboct for weelis. 

As we stepped from the train one morning at  a city 
in Southern Indiana, n beautiful and elegantly dressed 
young lady who was bidding a party of friends good-by, 
attracted Jack's attention ; she was stooping to bestow 
a parting kiss npon a small child, and, as she raised her 
head and looked in his direction, she received a glance 
from those brilliant eyes that settled the whole busi- 
]less. She mas conlpletely enraptured, and dnring the 
(lay she passed and repassed the hotel frequently, some- 
times accompanied by a lady friend, and at  other times 
alone. 

We learned from the clerk that she was the daughter. 
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the best place to purchase a good revolver, aud 
receiving the necessary directions he started out. 

Upon his return a half-hour later the colored porter, 
who had been duly coached in the interim, accosted 
liini with : 

"Say, boss, is your name Westerly?" I 
I 

" Yes, yes," returned poor Jack, trembling in every 
limb, mllat's the matter now? " 

"Wall,  dar's be11 a big stout inan rou11' hyar lookin' 
fer yon, an' he sed he'd be back in 'bout 11alf an hour ;  
n l d  ter tell ye cle troof, boss, I cloue tink he was crazy, 
he acted so wil(1 like." 

This was mot.e'than the now thoroughly frightened 
fellow conlcl stand, aud noticing a group of the  boys 
sitting eyer ill the  corner, he rushed into their midst, 
arlcl in a. I~usliy voice said, -

"Look I~ere, boys. I'm in an awful fix, and I don't 
know w l ~ a t  tlle result is g o i l ~ gto be. You know tha t  
girl that got 111as11ecl on me in the last town ? Well, I 
got this telegram from her a little while ago;  just 
glauce a t  it, aucl you'll see what the matter is ;" and lie 
l~al~cleclover the despatch, whicli read : 

" Father knows all. Will be there on the next  train. Look out." 

Gravely they passed it around the circle, each man .  
reaclillg i t  with n look of deepest concern, m d  then 
shaliiug his l~eacl iu a dubious Iimlner as though to 
e s p e s s  his iiltlividual idea that i t  was a terrible piece 
of business anyway. 

', Well, now, fellows, 1'11 tell you just what I 11ave 
inacle np my nlincl to do," said the poor chap ; "I am 
n gentlen~an,as you all know, and I treated that  girl as 
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THEc o u ~ i t r y11:\11. O I I  t h e  stage of wliicli tlie some-
times i ~ r ~ ~ ) e c u ~ ~ i o ~ ~ s ,I)ut :~ln.:iys Iii~per'ul, 'I'lies~~ian 
b L  s t ru ts  11is brief I i o ~ ~ r , "is n curiosity ill its way, alicl 
will bear n trifli~rg description. I use tlie wort1 " i t  " 
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in this co~inection advisedly, for one of them is a type 
of all. 

I t  is not infrequently cliristened &' Opera House," or 
"Academy of Music," or some other high-sounding 
title, for which let us charitably hope its sponsor may 
be forgiveu in the hereafter. 

I t  forms a most invaluable quantity in the social 
economy of the town, and the versatility of its uses is 
something remarl~able. 

I t  shelters alike the just and the unjust, and during 
its natural career is the abiding-place of town meet- 
ings and theatres, Dorcas societies and female min- 
strels, church festivals and variety aggregations, 
dances and temperance lectures, with religions services 
and roller-skating sandwiched in spasmodically. 

Attached to this public institution is a11 individual 
known as tlie janitor, whose principal duties consist in 
collectiug tlie rent and passing in the citizens free of 
charge. On occasions denlanding the exercise of these 
functions, his punctuality is something little short of 
plienomenal; but a t  all other tiines he inanages to 
absent himself so effectually that it is inipossible 
to find hini without a search-warrant. 

The hall is usually about half seated \vit11 settees of 
a dozen different styles of nrchitectuie, all of them 
exllibiti~ig a greater or less degree of ~heumatic ruin, 
and slio\~ing indications of the rapid approach of conl- 
plete cii~solution. Hut, bless you, appearances are 
deceitful, for those same settees have been in their 
present condition since the days of the oldest 
inhabitant, and are as near eternal as anything of :in 
earthly nature can be ;and they are, after all, blessings 
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cully for about five minutes, kicks the tsble and the 
lamp down-stairs, and goes back on the stage to "make 
up  " for a small part. 

But the crowning glory of the country hall lies in 
its stage and the appointments thereof. These cousist 
in l n r t  of two pieces of scenery -all interior and an 
exterior -pail~tetl on drops ; aucl it is a singular fact 
t l ~ n twhile one end of the scene rolls gracefully into the 
flies, the other nearly always remailis stationary, point- 
ing towards the stage a t  an angle of forty-five degrees. 
This cau, of course, usually be remedied by taking a 
few turns of the rope arouud the offelicli~lg end, but as 
the trouble is never discovered until the entertainment 
is ill progress i t  invariably results in annoyance. 

A case in poilit occurs to me just now ; I have for- 
gotten the name of the play, but the scene to be dis- 
closed was one in wllicli a clergylnau mas to be discovered 
kneeling a t  the bedside of a dying lady. The per-
formers took their positions, the cue was given, and the 
scene slowly ascended with the usual resnlt, aggra-
vated ill this case by the fact that i t  "stuck dead" m d  
refused to budge either one way or the other. The 
stage carpenter 1)ulled a11d pushed, the property-man 
tugged and swore, the ltudiellce laughed and "guyed," 
and the poor actor who personated the clergymal~ 
remained in his uncomfortable position O I I  the hard, 
carpetless stage, the pail1 ill his bees growing more 
unbearable every ~nonlent. Fillally wlierl it became 
evide~rt that d l  attempts to move i t  wonld be futile, he 
could stand i t  110 longer, atid slioutilig, Amen " a t  the 
top of his voice he arose to his feet, and limping to the 
footlights said, -
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sellted appurtenances and objects peculiar to any part 
of any house in any country a d  among any class of 
society. A Farmer's Almanac liangs side by side with 
an elegant oil painting ; an old-fashioned eight-day 
 lock hobnobs with a richly carved bookcase; and a 
&elf containing a miscellaneous collection of crockery- 
ware, candlesticks, n l d  old bottles, appears to be per- 
fectly a t  ease among costly bric-a-brac of every descrip- 
tion. 

It will readily be observed that  these two sceues are 
thoroughly cosmopolitan in  character, and with the 
exercise of a proper amount of inlagination on the 
part of the anclience can easily be made to do du ty  for 
any drama under the snli. T l ~ e y  are usually painted 
by sollie stranded a c t ~ ~ r ,  who takes the job for ten 
dollars and his board while he is a t  work, the latter 
condition probably acconnting for the large a tno~ul t  of 
labor expended and the great variety of objects dis- 
played ; in fact, occasional blank spaces on the canvas 
lead one to imagine that  the artist must have been 
overtaken by death, or else stumbled upon an engage- 
ment before t l ~ e  work was completed, or he mould 
never have left good board and lodging so l o r ~ g  as a. 
particle of pa i l~ t  woultl adhere to the cloth. 

Tile stage is fearfully nncl wonderfully made, and is 
the h:~l~diworli of the local carpenter. I t  rises up 1111- 
expectedly iu some places, a n d  s i ~ ~ k s  down in others, 
so that a trip across i t  produces a feeling akin to sea- 
sickl~ess. Sollie of the boards are always loose, and 
when stepped upon they creak mournfully, as thougll 
threatenillg to plunge the venturesome Thespian into 
the regions below. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

I APPROACH the subject of dressing-rooms with fear 
Ind trepidation, fully realiziug illy inability to do them 
nstice. 

There are usually two of these, one for ladies and 
Ine for gents, situated a t  opposite sides of the stage. 
The floor of the gents' room is covered with a four-ply 
carpet of tobacco-juice and the ac.cunlulated dir t  of 
centuries. It is furnished with a board shelf running 
the entire length of one sitie of the  room, on which is 
scattered in graceful and disgraceful profusion a heter- 
ogeneous collection of burlled ~rratches, cigar butts, old 
bottles, pieces of candle, c1,~bs of recl and white powder, 
bent pini;, and  rlunrerous charred corks with which the 
last amatenr ~ninstre l  conlpany " blacked up ;" for be 
it kno\vn that the world is progressiug ill the ncquire- 
ment of Bnovledge claily, ant1 the old theory that the 
minstrels always used wheel grease has l o i ~ g  since been 
exploded. 

Over this shelf hangs a large frame, and in the lower 
left-hand corner is it triangular scrap of !nirror about 
the size of a piece of restauraut pie, and nsnally with 
about the same power of reflectiou. B e f o ~ e  this CSLU~I- 
blillg relic eight or ten T l lesp ia~~s  push and jostle each 
other for all I ~ o n r  in a frantic effort to locate p a i ~ ~ t  and 
Powder on their fac.es in a proper mnnnei, and this 
alleged glass is responsible for many of the humorous 
illcider~ts which serve to illumine the lives of the poor 
players. % 
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ing on me sure, a d  I thillli that ~ I Ifive initlutes morele 

e- 1 should have taken out my razor arid cut  my throat 
from Genesis to Revelations." 4 


n. These dressing-rooms are always abundantly supplied 
with windows, in the sashes of which are gronped11. 

it artistically old hiits, pieces of tin, pitsteboard box 

9' Covers, rags, and, a t  rare i~lterv?ls, a small square of dirty 
glass. 'The frames are so warped and shrunken that le 

st cats, dogs, tramps, and other rnitlnight prowlers can 
enter through the cracks without inconverlience of ally 

I sort. 
ht The doors are in even a worse condition, and are so 

'g terribly "out  of plumb " tha t  the combined strength 
n. of the entire company is iueficient to close them more 
1's thau half may. This state of affairs offers unliinited 

opportunities for draughts, breezes, and northern 
ne zephyrs to get in their fieridis11 work, advantages which 
in they are iiot slow to improve; and the weak and puny 

'Y blaze dignified by the name of fire, confined in the 
x. little barrel stove about the  size of a collar-box, after 

repeated attempts to demonstrate the fact of its exist- 
38, ence, finally gives up ill disgust, throws up both hands 

and expires completely, and the actors wish they could ng 
, a  do the same. 

On the walls can be found, in a million different 
ce styles of chirography, the names of seven out of every 
Eor tell performers who ever crossed the threshold. A 
nd burning desire to perpetuate his name, and send i t  

rillging down the highways byways of the future 
've through the meclium of clressiog-room walls, appears to 
me be the first law of nature with the average performer, 
lm "d the deciphering of tlre Ilieroglyphics which extend 
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Tlleu follows a series of heart-re~iding i l l ~ ~ r i ~ t i ~ ~ l ~  
tell plainer than spoken words the hopeless con-

ditioll of their writers : 
Jonah To~w."  

L L  Shown~an's graveyard." 
Abandon hope, all ye w l ~ oenter here." 

'( Our good ship sails to-night, ba t  we shall walk." 
"Pliilpot's Dramatic Company, fourteen people. And may the 

Lord hale mmcy on our poor foolisli souls." 

And occasionally in some out-of-tl~e-waycorner you 
will filld a place where solile witty, though somewlliit 
sarcastic, " fakir " has sclx.wled, -

" Nornmn 'L'oothaker. 
India Rubber Man. 
Kind regards to Edwin Bootli." 

And so i t  goes on forever. Everybody .'guys " the 
man who constal~tly registers ill l~alls, and they are the 
butts for all sorts of jibes and jokes ;but let me cxution 
YOU,my son : be uot too ready wit11 your qaizziiig, lest 
in some unguarded ~noilleut you might be caught, 
pencil in Ilancl, irlclustrionsly engaged in illscribiug 
your unme a ~ ~ t l  liue o f  business on the back of a wing, 
where the next uiau doing the same kind of an act will 
find it and add in large letters the cabalistic \lrord, 
"Rats." For of such is the kingdom of show-folks. 

CHAPTER XIII. 

TRAVELLINGabout from place to place during an 
elltire season, t11row11 illto commuuicatio11 constalltly 
with all sorts of p c u l i i ~ r  people, laugl~nble incidents are 
of daily and nlniost hourly occurrence. 
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'. T T ' I I ~ . "  said lie, '. (lo j-ou l<nolv a~lytllingabout " 
' r e ~ i i u l ~ n"'? 

.-lo 
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6rDo I know anything about one?" ejaculated the 
" Well, I should think I ought to  : I lived in 

the same house with old Cremona for over two years." 
In Connellsville, Ind., my friend Jack and my-

self started out one morning to find the hall. Stroll-

here," said Jack, "and I suppose they expect us t o  
; clean up the place ; but I'll be blowed if I touch i t ;  

aid if they don't come and take that stove off the 
stage, we'll hire some one to do it, and take i t  out of 
Llie hall re11 t." 

We found that our baggage had not yet arrived from 
the station, and, as i t  was warm and cosey inside, we 
decided to wait for it. I was sitting in front of the 
organ idly running over the keys, and Jack was stand- 
illg on the stage in front of the stove, his hands 
1)ehind lii~n, his coat-tails spread wide apart, and his 
briar-wood pipe smoking like a furnace. Suddenly the 
door opened, and two dignified elderly gentleme11 
entered aud walked s l o ~ l y  down the aisle. 

" Good-morning, gentlemen ! " said Jack. " Can .YOU 

tell me who has charge of this hall ? " 
" Well, we supposed that we 

I .;
had," said the oldest of 





was a wiIcl rush for tile doors. For a iiiol~lerlt i t  
s e e ~ ~ ~ e dimpossible to avert a frightful panic, but a few 
gelltlen~ell cooler than the rest inanaged to make their 
voices heard above the dill, aud begged the people to 
be calm. Quiet being restored in a measure, an inves- 
tigation was held, which developed the fact that the 
!gasoline apparatus used in lighting the builcling had 
I~ecome disarranged in some way, and prematurely sus- 
pended business just wlieu I was most in need of its 
services. 

At another time in Hudson, Wis., I was sent on 
by the manager to lnike an ani~ouncen~ent, and just 
as I reached the footlights, the rope holding the clrop- 
curtain broke, and dowu came the roll, striking me with 
full  force 011 the top of the head. That audie~ice don't 
kuorv to this day w l ~ tre111ark.sI was going to make, 
for I proiiiptly and uldiesitatiugly lost all conscious-
ness for the space of half an hour, and had i t  not been 
that the curtaiu was ail extremely light one, should 
probably have eucled ~ n y  earthly career then and there. 

CHAPTER XIV 





- - 

(6 y.y-you're certainly 111-m-111 more than t-t-twenty-
two years old." 

(&AndI tell you that I an1 not. I shall be twenty- 
two years old next month." 

Yes," said his tormentor, LG and I've g-g-g-got your 
own f-f-figures to prove that you are one hundred and 
f-f-fifty-seven. Just  you 1-1-look here." 

And with that, lie pulled o i ~ t  a paper, covered with 
figures, and handed i t  to the stage manager with a 
request that he read it, which he did as follows :-

Left home at  age of . . . . . . . . . . . 16 years. 

On Rlississippi River Steamboat . . . . . , . 5 " 
Herding Cattle in Texas . . . . . . . . .  5 I 6  


Travelled with Circus . . . . . . . . . . 4 "  

Gold Mining in California . . . . . . . . .  3 " 

Railroad Brakeman . . . . . . . . . . .  2 "  

Worked in Rolling Mi11 . . . . . . . . . .  3 I' 


' IFollowed the Sea . . . . . . . . . . . .  4 

Sick in Bed unable to move . . . . . . . .  3 "  

Travelled with Minstrel Troupe . . . . . . .  2 " 

Street Fakir . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  4 L' 

Tripto1:r. 11'0pe . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 " 

Studied Medicine . . . . . . . . . . . .  3 " 

On Orange Grove in Florida . . . . . . . .  2 " 


But a t  this point in the reading, Mike could stand i t  
no longer, and made a precipitate rush from the office 
to his room, where 11e remained in seclusion until it 
was time to take the train for the next stand, and 
it was several clays before he could again muster up 
courage to recount any of his marvellous exploits. 

Poor Mike ! I verily believe that he must have been 
born under an unlucky star, for he seenled to be con-
tinually subject to all sorts of petty an~ioyances fro111 
which the rest of us were usually exempt. If allytIlillg 
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resoundi~1g shrill and clear above the crackling of the 
flalnes, and emanating evidently from some person ill 
dire distress, in the rear of the doomed hotel. 

At once there was a wild stampede for the back side 
of the building, alld up011 arriving there, me were 
greeted by a sizlit wl~icll for extreme Iuclicrous~las~ 
I llave never seen equalled. I t  was so illtensely funny, 
in fact, that its very serious aspect was momentarily 
forgotten, aucl for a brief space of time the large crowd 
of people were simply speecllless and l~elpless, in a fit 
of convulsive laughter, in ~vl~ic l ithe owner of the 
rapidly burning property could not refrain from joiu- 
ing. As for the 1nelnbel.s 'of the troupe, they actually 
laid do1v11 on the ground and rolled aud howled. 

It seems that Milie, who occupied a room on the 
third floor back, had not been awakened a t  the first 
alarm, but peacefully slept on, all uuconscious of 
impending danger. The fire gained headway rapidly, 
growing fiercer and more furious every moment, and a t  
last 11e awoke with a start, to find himself nearly suffo- 
cated with the ~11lolie. Dazed aud bewildered, lie 
rushed to the door nut1 threw it open, ollly to find his 
escape completely cut off ill that direction by a solid 
wall of fire, ro;~ring and hissing through the narrow 
passageway. 

At  t l~ is  juncture, he remembered that the sole win- 
dow i n  his room opened on a shed, and, with a feeling 
of tlevuut thankfulness, he threw up  the sash and 
jumped out 011 tile roof. Here he was comparatively 
safe for the tinle, but as lie was still some twenty feet 
from the gron~rcl, he began to look around for some 
place to tlesc,el~tl. In  l ~ i s  Ilnrry to escape from the 
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I n-AS engaged wit11 ;L s11ia11 mii~s t re l  coinpaliy OW-
i ng  the  Sortll-west, o ~ i e  sc'a<oll, ; ~ r ~ c lill tlie 1)arty wa" 
a rccl;less, t1;ii.c-tlevil sort  o f  :I fel!o\v 1,:- tlie Itanile of 
-Joe l 'cc!~.  IIe \\-as tlie gre:~tr,st prtrctical joker I Iiav 

11t: Iil!'ever met, a d  i t  real11 sce~llcclas t l ~ t ~ u s l ~~ i l l ~ s t  
.-) 



a\\ake niglits to concoct some of his ridiculous scliellles 
for fun and mischief. 

His great delight was to stand on the rear platform 
of a train of cars as it was passing out of a station, and, 
singling out some odd or eccentric-appearing individual, 
apply to hi111 all sorts of threats and epithets, and accuse 
hi111 of some act of meanness or wrong-doing. 'I'liis 
always created a great deal of mer1iment amoug the 
boys, and left the poor victim i11 n state of utter bewil- 
dermei~t; and, although he had bee11 repeatedly warned, 
threatened, and even filled for the offence by the man- 
agement, it still seemed impossible for 11im to desist. 

We were leaving Albert Lea, Milin., one morning, and 
among the crowd gathered a t  the station to see the 
" show folks " was a tall, overgrown, gawky " specimen 
of hunianity, who was evidently a representative from 
the rural districts. A s  the train ~novecl slowly fro^ 
the depot, Joe, who was in his usual position on the 
rear platform, spied the rustic, and, s l~aking his fist a t  
hi111 fiercely, he shouted, -

'. Ah ! there you are, you dirty loafer. I've beell 
looking for you for the  last six months. It's lucky for 
YOU that this train is just pulling out, for if I could get 
at  you, I 'd learn you to burn people's barns, and destroy 
their property. You wait. 1'11 get hold of you yet.'' 

111 the n ~ i d s t  of the hearty laughter which this out- 
burst provoked, the  train calile to a stop, a i d  com-
mewed to back down on a side track, and before the  
thoroughly frightened Joe could secrete liimself, the  
exasperated granger boarded the car, arid ~roceeded  to 
wipe the floor with him, ejaculating in the n~eaii  time, -

"You'll teach me to burn barns, will ye ? I'm a 
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we got was the i l ~ f o r n i ~ t t i o ~ ~fro111 one of the little 
rascals, that the principal had deprived the elltire 
scllool of their recess for one nloi~tll as punishment for 

Oue of the fui~niest  runaway accidents that I ever saw 
occurred in Falls City, Neb., and was caused by it show 
band. A n  old farmer was driving leisurely up the 
main street of the village, wit11 a pair of leau, half- 
starved-loolring mules, a t t~checl  to a rickety old wagoil. 
He was leauing lazily forward, both elbows upon his 
knees, and apparently absorbed in deep thought. 111 
the liiean time, our baud was coniing u p  a side 
street, and just as the niules' heads poked past the 
comer, we struclr up one of those heavy inarcliing 
quicksteps ; the long-eared ponies gave one jump, 
turned comple te l~  a r o u ~ ~ r l ,  upset-the wagon, spilled the 
old nml  o11t into a big mud hole, cleared tllemselves 
from tlie \\ ~cc l i ,and flew out on tlie prairie a t  a forty clip. 

Of course we stol)ped the music as soon as we saw 
what had happened, and the whole thing transpired su 
quickly that the ancient agriculturist was actually 
unable to comprehend what had Iiappetied, and when 
he realized that  he was uninjured, Iie just sat  up in the 
soft niarsliy claj-, wit11 the mud and water dripping 
fro111 his chili, Ilose, ears, and hair, and stared ill 
speechless amaze~iient, first a t  the ruined cart, t l ~ e n  
at  the fleeing ~nules ,  and then a t  his wet, bedrag- 
gled, and filthy clothing, as though trying to determine 
what sort of a visitation of Providence he had been 
the victim of. 

Gradually, however, the sight of the boys starldi~lg 
arouud with tIreir Ilorlls alld d r u n ~ s  recalled his wattered 





coarse, professional pride prompted both sides to lilalre 
much noise as their luligs were capable of, and this 

fact, together with the rattling of the wagons over the 
p v e d  streets, nlade the din almost deafening. 

As the head of our column reached the intersectioll 
of a side street, the boys were horrified to see a pair of 
horses attached to a heavy dray dashing up the road 
and approaching the crossing with frightful r;lpitlity. 
Everybody a t  once made a break for a place of safety, 
in wliich effort they mere joined by the bystanders, for 
no one knew which way the frightened animals might 
turn. As soon as we reached the sidewalk we glanced 
around, and there in the ~niddle of the street, solitary 
and alone, inarching along serenely, and clashing the 
cynibals together with all the force possible, was Tom 
Delaney, our property man. Misled by the music of 
the other band, and with his attention somewhat dis- 
tracted by the animated sceues transpiring arouiid him, 
he had not noticed the colnnlotion ahead, arid was 
plodding blissfully along, unconscious of any trouble. 

We all shouted a t  once, and Tom looked up just in 
tiine to see the infuriated, half-crazed steeds dash 
around the corner within twenty feet of him. Drop-
ping the cymbals, he made for a telegraph pole, and 
was half way to the top before you could say "J d i  
Robinson," and there he clung, pale and tre~nblillg, 
ulitil notified by the boys that the danger was past. 
r 7

l h e  whole thing of course happened in much less time 
than i t  takes to tell it, but the laughter and amuse-
ment it created proved a 1mst valuable advertiseme~lt, 
alld was tlie means of p c k i n g  our house to suffocatioll 
that evening. 





But 111~rli the sequel. Tile molllent the landlord ]las 

siglled the c o ~ ~ t ~ c t  giving the company the reduced 
nttes, he immediately concentrates all the energies of 
his mind and body in an effort to equalize matters;  
i.e., to get the same amount per capita from the troupe 
that he woulcl from a single individual. It must a t  
once be obvious, to eve11 the dullest coin~)rel~e~is ion,  
that this can only be accomplished by one net hod, ancl 
that is, to curtail the a~noui l t  and the quality of the 
accommodation, and the average Boniface (there are 
many exceptions of course, mid I know of hotels in this 
couutry where me~nbers  of the profession are treated 
with the utmost respect, courtesy, and liberality, and 
made to feel that they are a t  least on a par with the 
rest of poor humanity) ; still, the average Iancllorcl, I 
say, has this principle reduced to  a science. 

Let us glauce for a moment a t  the daily hotel life of 
a performer mlieu oil the road. A conlpaiiy arrives in 
town, we will say a t  five o'clock in the morning, after 
riding all night. They are, of course, tired, sleepy, and 
travel-stained, aild itre ~ ~ a t u r d ! y  anxious for an oppor- 
turlity to batlle and get a little rest. They politely ask 
the landlord if they can have their rooms a t  once. 
' ha t  wortlly iuforms tlleln tersely that such a thing 
mould be ~nipossible, and gives several reasons, all of 
which are equally f J s e  and incol~sisteut. He says that 
the agent told him tlley ~ o u l dnot be there until iloou, 

that all the beds are occupied (this in the face of 
the fact that the register ~ho\\is but  two arrivals in a 

; or that his wife is not  yet up, and the rooms 
"e ]lot arranged, or that he was not itware there mere 
to be so many people (his ,lame is signed to the con-



: l a c [  i'or tile full I I L ~ I I I ~ C ~ . ) ,  ; I I I C /  \ \ -o~i ld  i~a \ . e  to lj~;: Ul, 
Illore beds. 

So the  poor peol~le.  lmlf dead n-it11 fatigue, are 
obiigecl to sit aroiilirl ill tile clrearj- c~lfice or still Illore 
clislilal s i t t i~~g- roc ln~tlirc~ugli tlie Iolig I ~ o i u s! ~ f  tile 
r ~ i ~ g .111qliii.j- :levelol~s the fact  tli:~? ilreill;fast 
will he re;l(l)- ilt eigllt ~ ' c ~ I J c ~ .' r l lele is a sel-en-
o'ciock meal, hilt t11:it is 0111~- for the regular boarders 
11-i:o ~ v o r k  ill tile sl iol~s ancl factories ill tcjn-u. I t  is a 
cluarter to l l i~ ie  w11e11 a fiend i ~ i c n n ~ a t e  ruslles through 
the  iialln-a? Leat i~ig  a cwcliecl gong : a ~ ~ dtlle terrific 
dill 1)assi11g t l ~ r o u g l ~  tlie ac11i11g Iieatl.; nncl exl~nusted 
rleivous sj-stenis of t l ~ e  poc~r ;rctol,s 11ils the  effect of 
destl ,oj ing n.11:it little allpetite t l ~ q -  Iila!- lixve 11;lcl. 

I t  is the  sanle old ~ l i ~ l i ~ l g - r o o l l ~ .  wit11 i ts  tn-o l o l ~ g  tables. 
olle 0 1 1  each sicle of the roollr, t11ei1 11il1e tops ol11y par-
tially col~cealecl bj- tile ragget1 covers, wet with coffee . /
stair~s.  and >trc \ \ - l~  relics id the lllechnnics 

2 

1) it11 ~ I ~ L I I I I ~ J S .  

fenst of all 11ou1. hefore. T11e sallie fron-sj--l~eaclecl md 
freclilecl female ( I I O W  ~ v e l l  we I < I I U \ \ .  her). with her 1 

nliiiir in curl papers, :~~;\ l ;es torir 1111 nlltl down the /
i

le~igt l i  of t l ~ e  1,oo;n. reg;ili~i= t l ~ e  g i i c ~ t s  \\.it11 tl!e time-
111l11oi.etl1cge:itl .. 1:eei'ate;ili (11, I'orl; C'l~olls.",. 'Sen or j 
('offee." S o i ~ l e L d j -~ v ; : ~ ~ t sa11 egg. l ~ u t  tlley are out  of 
cgiy : tlittcj, 11:ill;. I t  is I>riclaj-. l l e r l ~ ; ~ i s  m1t1 a lliece 1 
o f  ! i > l i  is oi,tlei,ecl: 1)ut tile f c ~ ~ ~ i ; ~ l c ~  ti lata~ i : io l i~ ;c . e~  i 
t1iel.c is I I O  ti.11. a11(1 goes to t l ~ e  slide, .i\.l:ere s l ~ c  111akes 
I 1 1 1 1 1 I i  j 1 1 I i t li:df-~t:ll'\-cd llogs / 
I c I I I I t 1 1  I I . little i 
toilst \\-!1111tl nL it>:i:;, I J ~pal~:t;rl~!e.i ~ u t  t11crc is 110 cold 1 

I 1 1 : ) 1 1 i f > ?  ; I I ~ I !  11t1t.! C ; I ( ? ~ > I I  l ~ i . < ( a ~ ~ i t s  'bre:1(1 ~ I t 1 1 ~  ;1.11(1SO^?? 
" ~ ~ ~ I I I : I J ~ - < ~ : I ~ ~ ~  ,,,),!, ,;111!,4ti!11ti~s. i" ; I Y C ~t l , < ;  I ~ , I ] > - :1-;:1i],.' 1 



'rile alleged breakfast being finished. some one hullts 
"1' t l ~ e  laldlord, and asks him if the rooms are ready 
jet. He answers sharply, -

($No, the rooms are not ready yet, and when they 
are, 1'11 let you know; " and he also volunteers the 
illformatioll that "sliom people are a darned sight more 
bother than they are ivortli anyway," and that this is 
the last troupe lie will ever let into his house at  any 
price. 

Finally, however, the rooms are announced as being 
in readiness, and every oire grabs a satcl~el, and starts 
aloft in search of a little niuch-needed rest. 

I t  is more than likely that some reader of these lines 
never saw the rooms reserved for actors in a small 
country hotel, and a description of one of them will 
not be out of place. 

I t  is usually located in the back of the house on the 
fourth floor, unless the hotel happens to be five stories 
in height, in which case it will be found farther up. I t  
is always reached by the most circuitous route possible, 
and it was ul&obtedly a sliowman, who, leaving the 
office one night to go to his room, left a call for five 
o'clock in the mornilig ; and after following the porter 
through a series of winding and tortuous passages, up 
steps and down steps, and around corners, until he at  
last reached his apartment ill a state of total bewilder- 
ment, immediately rang the bell, and notified the clerk 
that he liad better call liini at  once, or he would never 
get down in time. 

Its dimensions are usually about seven by nine feet, 
with a ceiling so low that an average sized man can 
1)i& t l ~ c  cleacl flies off it I\-itllout st;iudin,a on tiptoe. 





you try to pour the  water illto the  bowl, it is liable to 
take an  unexpected course, and land in your satchel 
over in the corner. The  soap-dish is away on a vaca- 
tion, aucl the soap llas gone with it. 

Over the masli-stand h l g s  a. mirror with a crack its 
entire l e i ~ g t l ~  ; and a nervous man glancing into i t  is 
liable to  get  the impression that  some one has tnali- 
ciously and stealthily struck h i n ~  in the head with a 
hatchet, and split him from crown to  sole. T h e  chwn- 
berniaiil 11:~s left either by accident or design a sninll 
rag, and in  tlie absence of anything of a similar nature, 
it is reasonable to suppose it was illtended for a 
towel. 

The bed is made of a coarse sack filled with husks, 
in the ceutre of which is placed a large section of corn- 
stalk, and t l ~ e  latter is so arranged by a wise providence 
t l~a tno matter in what position a person lies, i t  is sore 
to press forcibly against sonle portion of the  anatomy. 
This bag of dry and withered vegetation is laid across 
a fl.nmeworli of slats, whose utility is extremely doubt- 
ful, as they exhibit n 1)erverse iuid depraved inclination 
to drol) out a t  the least expected moments, thereby 
doubling the occupant up  like a jack-knife. 

An old army blnnliet filled with holes to enta~lgle  
the pedal extremities of the unwary;  a sheet that 
has~l't bee11 clli~~lgeci since the last nlan sle1)t there, lie, 
evidently, ll:l\.il~g been a. c o d  ~n iner  ; and a pair of $-
lows, em11 stuffed with the featliers of a single canary 
bird, coniplete tile outfit of this "b;ilmy couch" 0 1 1  

which tired humanity is expected to successfully \ ~ o  
the goddess of &el,, while the  rats are having a politi- 
cal ile~llonstration and a torchlight procession in the 





Tlie parlor door llas been locked to preve~i t  the 
1;tdies of the  colnpally stealing the piano or the furni- 
ture, and tliey a le  obliged to take refuge in their 
loo~us. The  office chairs are all taken up by the vil- 
lage loafers, and in sheer desperation the gentlemen 
stroll over to tlie hall, where tliey while away tlie long 
dreary afternoon. 

As supper-time approaches, i t  suddenly occurs to the 
landlord and the entire executive force of the ranch, 
that they mould like to go to the show, aucl imme- 
diately a nlost bewildering transformation takes place. 
In the twi~lliling of an eye the house clevelops into a 
model sliowi~~ail's 'l~ome, andwith all tlie c o ~ l v e ~ ~ i e n c e s  
courtesies so dear to the heart of the susceptible Bolie- 
mian. Even the leading lady's dog, wliose life has 
been made lniserable during the (lay, by I i i c l ~ ~ ,  curses, 
and :~buse generally, is benefited by this strange and 
sudde~i revulsioil of feeling ; tlie porter pats l~iiii 011 

the Iread, a u d  c d l s  Iiirii "good doggie," nlid the cook 
whistles him into the kitchen, where lie is filled so full 
of meat lie is uuable to i~ralli, aud Iias to be ci1n3ed LIP- 
stairs o~ a coal shovel; the parlor doors are tlirown 
wide open;  the loafers are drive11 out of the ofice 
chairs; slioe-brushes, matclies, writi~~g-paper,  etc., ap- 
pear as if by magic, and the manager is infor~necl that  
if he would like supper it 11df hour earlier he call have 
it just as well as not. 

Here, as can easily be seen, is an excellent oppor- 
tunity for retaliation, and i t  is an opportullity which 
the members of any other professio~l under tlie 
would i~ni~ecl ia te ly  take full advantage of. But malice 
is Sonietllirlg that  does not enter into the compositioll 
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"in general, and the "cussed~~ess  of this hotel ill 
particular. 

When the train leaves the next morning i t  carries a 
thoroughly mad and disgusted party, aud they vow 
that if unliind fate ever compels themato visit that  town 
again, they will make that  landlord so a sick " that  he 
will wish he had liever been born. But  tllen, that is a 
harmless threat, for, in the misery of the next stal~cl, 
they Lave fol gottoll the previous one before night, and 
next season they will be found going over the same 
route, enjoyiug the same old experiences, and inakiug 
the same old resolve. 

I am well aware that, to the non-professional, this 
mill appear like a fancy sketch, bu t  T appeal to  my 
brother showmen to  bear me ont in i n j  assertion, tha t  
the duplicates of this hotel and this landlord exist in 
plentiful ~lulnbers  in every State in the Union to-day. 

There is a bright side to the picture, of course, and I 
am glad to say tllzt its appearance in various parts of 
the country is yearly g r o ~ v i ~ ~ g  inore frequent. 

Here is tlre bright side, -
A bluff, Ilearty, cheery-faced landlord, who meets 

t you a t  the train with a pleasnut word of greeting. 
Willing porters \\-I10 seize the heavy satchels, with- 

out waiting to  be asked. 'S 

A big r o o ~ n y  hotel, the first glinlpse of which is31' 


a1 somellow like a. vision of home. 
A matronly landlady who receives the show folks a t  n, 

is- the door, and extends to tllenl the freedom of the 
house.

PS, 

Servants who anticipate every want, and evidentlygsa 

n,' take pleasure and pride in catering to your desires. 
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011 1 Courtesy, properly i ~ ~ v e s t e d ,  i r ivar iabl~ !jays a 
big dividend, and showmeil are fully as good advertis- 
ing mediums as commercial men. 

CHAPTER XVII. 

THEwinter of 1880-81 will long be remembered as 
the severest lrnown for years. Intensely cold weather 
and furious storms prevailed in all parts of the country, 
and snow bl~cliacles mere of frequent occurrence. The 
North-west was, of course, particularly affected by this 
state of affairs, and in this section I was t m r e l l i l ~ g  
d11ri11g the eutire season. Nothi l~g like i t  had ever 
been k~lown,  even in this extrelnely rigorous clinmte ; 
the railroacls were unprepared to meet any such emer- 
gency, aiid the absence of snow sliecls in nlany impor- 
tant places caused the deep cuts to fill, even with an 
ordinary storm, and this freezing, ant1 being added to 
constantly, would soon 111al;e a solid bank, tlir:o!~gll 
which i t  was impossible for the trains to make a passage. 

Time and again me were snomecl in " and compelled 
to miss onr dates, and for the space of nearly three 
months our route was so compIeteIy disarranged that 
it was impossible to get mail, or to ascertain where we 
were to appear two days in advance. 

TOadd to the disconlfort the  cold was positively 
frightful, and was tlie cause of much suffer i~~g,  many 
deaths, and the loss of large numbers of cattle who 
perished on the open prairies. During this period \Ire 
made it band parade one day in a sinall villige on the 

I .) 















i ~ i i l ~ ~ j -otliers, 1111d ~ 1 i ew i~ l t e ruf  1 h N - 8 1  \\.ill x l \ \ -n js be 
1;nown as the  hardest season for show people tha t  the 
north-western country,  ill particular, has ever known. 



tlrree 11oai.s kept  our  little par ty  in a ~ ~ e r f e c theuzv  of 
fear and  e x c i t e ~ u e ~ l t  ; a l~ t l  I( :oki~lg back to it a t  this  late 

, -
t h y ,  i t  really cloes seeill ~ L I I I ~ ( I S L  that  some o ~ ~ e  21 ~ ~ l i r a c l e  
was ]lot killed outright, or a t  least h t l l y  injured, <Itwing I 
the  disreputable proceedings of tha t  long disagreeable Ee 
evenillg. 1

It apl~earecl tha t  at the  t'iune of our visit t h e  tow11 F 
was, and  11ad for some tiine been, u t~t ler  an extrenneIy p. 

loose s-steln of governn~en t ,  its affairs being in the  7I I~nndsof a r ing of p l i t i c i a n s  who ran matters as they I 
])leased, and p i ( l  ba t  little attention to the  desires of 
ihe peol)le a t  large. g 

1 
'I 'l~e wife of our  Illatlager had charge of the  door on t 

1 ilis par t ic~l lar  e v e ~ ~ i l l g ,  aud among the  first to present 5 
then~selves for a t ln l i ss io~~were two r o ~ ~ g ! ~ - l o o l i i ~ ~ g  5$ 
i~ldiridnnls,  who, arinonucirlg t l~e~nse lvesils special 
police oflicers and dis~) laying plaill ti11 stars as b i ldge~,  D 
\\-cw :illowed to llnss ill. Very  sllortly two more came r: 
I I ~ ) ,a11d then two mol,e, atid so i t  coll t i~~uecl,until finally t 
there were t w e l ~ e  of them ill t l ~ e  hall. 

1:- tliis time t l ~ e  Iatly had 1)egun to suipect  tha t  all F 
was not as i t  s l~oul( l  I)e, atit1 wl~el i  the ~ ~ e x t  lot of three ! 
arrived slle refuse(1 t,o ird~nit  t l~e ln  XI-ithout tickets, k 

I 
l~elllarlii~lgtlmt s l l ~  tlitl 110t t l ~ i u k  i t  necessary to pass i 

! .ill every citizen of t l ~ e  ton.^^ siinply because he happened i 
to wear R ti11 star. 7'11is a11geret1 t l le~n,  ancl they *I 

f.(lelnrted vo\villg veligenllce, alirl, ;is me leanlei1 after- ; 
of'\';ll'(l, went ililyctlj- to tile ~ n ; ~ r s l ~ n l the town, to 

2I 
\ ~ I I ~ I I It11cly repol.tecl, all(1 \vllo7 as we were credibly 
iuforlned. toltl t l le~ll  t l ~ c y  111ig11t - g o  over to the 11nlI Iraise il l1  tile 11-1 illey ~ v ; ~ ~ i t e c l  a p e r ~ ~ i i s s i o l ~: ~ ~ l ( l  to," 3L I 



0 1 1  their \v:ty L i t ~ I itlrey fell i ~ r~vitlr:I yo~111gI I I L I I I  of 
of' i i  ws1)ectahIe t ' a ~ ~ ~ i l ~ - ,  tile to\v11, :L 1ue1111)ei. 1111t \vIio 

l i a l~pe~~ec l  be n~ltler. tlre i~rflue:lt:e of liquol. at  tlreto 
t i~ne ,  ;rritl tliej- ;it once e~llistecl 11 i r11  i l l  tlreir serriee, 
p r u p o s i ~ ~ gto use Ili~n as a cat's l)irw. '1'Ile~- l~ur . c l~ns t~ !  
tickets a t  tlre of%ccx, n ~ ~ d  t ;~ l l i i~ lgconre i11)-st;ti1~s loutllj. 
a ~ ~ d11lalii11gall the 11oise l~ossible. I n x s  0 1 1  tlie stage 
tloi~rga specialt> i ~ t  the t i ~ n e ,  : L I I ( ~ .  t i ~ l i i ~ ~ ga stnr~tl  a t  the 
h c l i  of  the 1ra11. tlrej. a t  ollce 1)lmceetletl to alilioy lue 
ill ever>- co~~ce ivab le  \Y;IJ.. 

Fi~lally.  the a f i ~ ~ ~ e - ~ r ~ e ~ l t i o ~ ~ e c l  yortllg 111a11 liiatle wine 
sort of a reillark t l ~ a ta~rgerctl~ric.. ii11t1I (ill l ) iof 'ess io~~;~l  
1)arli111ce), "got  I~acli i ~ t  I I~ I I I . "  tlrat 1)ossil)lj- it t l ~ i r ~ l i i ~ ~ g  
111iglrtI I ~ I X - Pthe eft'cxct o f  s i l e ~ ~ c i i l ghinl : 1 1 1 1  t l ~ ecorltlxry. 
i t  ;11)11earetl to he es:tctl~- wliat I I P  tlesi~.etl.f 'o~.\mlI; i i~g 
tlo\\.11 tlle aisle Ile i.eirel~etl do\vi~  ill his lmcket for i~ 

re1.01~-el,wit11 tllc evit ler~t  i ~ ~ t ~ i i t i r i ~ ~  of se t t l i~ rg  ille ~ I I C ' I , B  
hy1 t IIe \vax seizccl, I I I I \ \ - c ~ F I . ,  sollle ~ O I I I I ~ ,  

g e ~ ~ t l e ~ r l e l ~ ,xrrtl 1,tlshetl c~ut of t l r c ~1 1 ; t I l  Lr>for,e lie coultl  
clan~agc. a11t1 tlrr e~i t i i ,e  do : L ~ J  l)otl>- of -.sl~ecial  ofkicci~ " 

slrortly folio\\-etl I~iru. 'I'lie~r c o ~ l ~ ~ n e ~ ~ c e t l  olle o f  tlle 
niost escitirlg e v e ~ l i ~ i g s  \vI~iclii t  11as e\-er  bw11 t l ~ r o ~ ~ g l r  
i l i j  n ~ i s f o r t u ~ ~ eto 1 ) ~ s .  

T h e  h l l  n x s  located upoil t l ~ e  secoiltl floor of a large 
building s;+n:~tetl ill tlre ~nitltlle of ur i  open lot, a~ i t l  :is 
soon as tllesi, n-orthies Irere fni1.1~ 011 tlre outside. the? 
h e g m  n perfect ltlsillittle of briclis. stoues, ar~cl otlier 
~iiissiles with the evitle~rt i ~ l t t , ~ r t i o ~ ~  of i~ljurirrg 11s 0 1 '  

I
breaking up  the l~erfolwalrce. 1)11ri11g t11e elltire e w l -  

l 
ing t11e1.e ~ v a s  a co~~t i r lua lc r a s l ~ i ~ r gof glass, varie(1 
occnsionally by ;I (11111 tlrucl a s  solrre 11eavy c11)ject st~,llcl' 
t l ~ esi(lt>of t l ~ e  I )u i l~ l i~ rg  \\,it11 terrific f o ~ x e .  \Vi1111(i\ys* 







I 

that fact to the  autlie~rce" after c ~ u r~ ~ i ' ~ , i ~ ~ ~we1.e 
over. 

~ O ~ V I L111a little l l t~ll  ill ;I X u r t I ~  ( ' > r o l i ~ ~ : ~  lye gtive i l l l  

e~ltertai l l l l le~lt  I ;II stage :thout tile size of all ortliuary ~ 

t2111ie; a~lcl  ai'ter tile l~ei.fort~lallce ~ l i l l i ~ ~ g - r o o t l ~  2t11 "lcl 
1 1 e p 1  \vollraIL \vho was preae1it u x s  asi;etl 11o\\* slle iii;eLl 
i t ,  at111 rt l l~liul  t l ~ a t  slle tlit11l.t t l ~ i ~ l l i  nrncll of it,  b ' f ~ ~ l ,  
the!- t l i ~ l ~ t ' tIiave 1111 Ilosses a t  ail." 

im(1 C I I I , ~ I J L I Sare tile : ~ ~ l ~ ~ e i l : ~ t i o ~ ~ s  l l t 1 1 1 ~ .  c ~ ~ ~ ~ f e r r e c l~ i l i ( 1 1 ~  
the acl\-al~ce q e l l t  tile coul~t l ,y  lw111ie. I 1 l a ~ e11earcL 

t lesig~~atcclthat  \ \ .oi . t i~~- 1 ) ~sollie vt' the  strtt~tgtl,t of 
titles, s~ tc l l  as .. f o r e r ~ i ~ l ~ ~ c r . ' ''' lic:ld ~nalr." /)ill-poster,"b -

I I I \ : ~ . ;\il sorts  of cllal,ges arc laid at  llis 
i1(1 ~ : t I ~ ~ l ~ ~ l i i l t e c ltlocl:.. i1t1(1 is I j i t t~ 'r1~- bj-:iIl j);lrties, 0 1 1  

e\-t>t.y bi11e ca11 be 11ettrd &. the  agelit sai11 tl~is..' a1111 
".-tiit, ;\gelit said tha t  : *, tile agetit said > - O I L  \ Y I I I I ! I ~  I)e 

sttre." tile l a 1 1 d ~ 0 ~ ~ ~ 1for l ) ~ ~ c ; ~ l < l ' i ~ ~ t  ~ I , I J I I ~  \ \ - I 1 0  I < I I I ) \ W  
\\-ell t i l i l t  it \v111111l i~ l i l~(~~s: , i l~ i i i ty~ I V I ~ ~ V C ~ ~ \ - I I C  i~ l ) l ~ ~ . s i c i ~ l  

for J I I I I  i o  gt.t t1te1.e till rrooll : .. tile irgci~t sa i r l  j-ciu hat1 
1 1 ~ t~ O I I I .  11ierey ( I S  l ) i ~ g p g e , . '~ I X J I I Itile C ~ I ~ ; I J ~ I ~ I Y I I\ Y I K I  
C ~ L I I I I I , ~lieilJ I , t , i t r s ,  ;l\r;lrc3 of tile fact tha t  t!lc:.e are 
sisieett 11eol11e i l l  tile 11;trt.v. 

.\lit1 t i l t .> - are \.el.\- I I I I I C ~ I  i lstoi~islle~l\\-11etl ?-orl i las l~  





tile inevitable couseclueilce of h i l l g  obligecl to walk to 
the uext s t a i~d ,  the angels in 11e'~vel: only know, and 
they mon't tell. 

The11 there is the aged graliger who usually puts in 
ail appearnilce before you have beer1 ;ill ]lour in tile 
town. I Ie  engages you in a conversation \vhich gradu- 
ally lends up to the follomirig piece of iufonnation :-

..We've go t  a feller here that  you folks ought to  

I have wit11 Four show. He's oue of the coii~icklest cusses 
you ever see in your life. H e  takes off' a ]jigger in first- 
class shape, and you jest o ~ g l l t  to hear ltiiu play the 
clappers. Eveqbocly says he acts nut the Yankee jest 
as good as J o s l ~  Wliitcolilb. I don't suppose you  could 
get I I ~ I I Ito go with you, though, for he's got a darned 
good job here in tlie sawinill, and you probably couldn't 

i 
affurcl to  pay hiin \\.ages eilongh." 

yuu go into the I illage barber-shop, aucl after you are 
laid ou t  ill the chair and coveled with lather so that  i t  
is im1)ossible for you to escal)e, the tonsorial artist 
opens uil you. His  first question is, -

"Do you beluug to this sllow tliat's in town ? "  
You ntteinpt to  replj- in the  affirmative, and narrowly 

escape s\vallowil~g the ~Iinvi~ig-brush,.and the fiend 
continues :-

" IVell, I tliougllt so wlieii you come in. It 's fut~l:y, 
but sonleliow I c , ~  always tell a. play-actor the minute 
I see h i m  Did ever you Il:tppei~ to ruil across Billy 
I'eters in your tr;lyels? IIe's a balljo-player and piper. 
I didn't know b,lt what you lniglit have seen him. I 
Ildin't heard llotllillg of llilll for two years, a d  I'd like 
to kllo\v what's become of I~im." 

Alld theu lie goes 011 to tell you what a "rottell" 
$9 



THEmo~ldel.fuI c l ~ : ~ r ~ s : : c . ~  t l ~ a t  1iar.e take11 place ill 
tile lust decade, ill t l : ~111or;~l;11id socii~l s t ; ~ t u s  vf the 

l~rofwsiou,  as rcy;~~.tl:' t o~ I I I L I Y ~ I ~ I ~ I I ~  i ts ~ , e l a t i o ~ l  eivili-
z i ~ t i ~ ) ~ ~  l' ir i l  to I)(> ex t~ , e r r l c l j -g~ , i~ t i fy i~ igC ~ I I I I I J ~  to ituy m e  
who 1las tile i~rtertasts UI '  ; I  11~11cl1-;11)~tse(l a tc d l i ~ ~ g  
heart. 'I'lre oltl-tiu~e ~~l~t~,jiltlic:e ag;tii~st actol..; is iieard 
d tro\vatli~ysO I I I J - ill O I J S C I I I ~ ~  locali~ics,  or fro111 tl1e 
lips of a ccrti~irr class ot' c;lcl.gj-~~rt:l~.lru. collscious u f\I 

tircir i~r:ii)ilitj. to  i ~ c l ~ i c v ~ ~  legitiloi~te~ I ~ O I ~ I ~ I I L ~ I I C ~  

~ l ~ e t l ~ c ~ t l s ,rctscrrt t c ~  ;L l ) i l t t b t .  ;111t1 lilxllous cu1rcle11r1rativ1l 
f ' e l l o \ v - ~ ~ a ~ ~ ,u f  t11c~i1, i l l  u i ~ l e rt u  sxtisl'j their I U O I ~ ) ~ ' !  

ci.u\-ing for ~rot !~r ie ty .  
!I0 







But  all this I ~ t scll,~l~getl.'l'l~e s l ) i ~ i t  of enligiltell- 
luent, 1vliic11 for ll'ilf a ce11t111.y11;tcl bee11 s l o ~ ~ l ~  nllcl 
laboriously I ~ ~ u d l i n g  rrwzy the dust-laden cob~vebs oS 
~ l a r r o ~ \ r - m i ~ ~ c l esuperstition, sncltlel~ly turned its atten- 
tion to our profession : some of our ablest and lnost 
talented lnen and wornell awoke to the fact that t11ey 
were ostracized withont cause, and 110 sooner Inad the 
scales f,tIlen froin their eyes t l m  tlieg- began to make 
a most vigoioas prutest. 

A n  allnost co~nplete rerolutiol~ of sei~t i~i lent  ill our 
faror has been tlle result : ill every large citj- ill the 
land to-day, the represel~tative of the stdge has become 
it recagi~ized ynalltity in tlle intricate social l>robleni, 
alld sollie of the deepest thinker:, of tlle age hare 
~~laceclupon recold their candid ol)iliioll that the 
n:ele fact of a ma11 beillg an actor does not necea-
s;uily implj- that  colltact ~ i t 1 1  him lneans hopeless 
co~~tan l ina t 'loll. 

Let t l ~ e  p 0 ~ 1  go 011. I t  ii, the dawn of a new~ ~ o r f i  
era. 
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